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corvette obuyer s guide 1968 1982 color buyer s gu: An In-Depth Overview for Classic Corvette
Enthusiasts

If you're a passionate collector or a dedicated enthusiast looking to purchase a classic Corvette from
the years 1968 to 1982, understanding the available colors and their significance is essential. The 
Corvette Obuyer s Guide 1968 1982 Color Buyer s Gu provides comprehensive insights into the
palette options, their historical contexts, and tips for selecting the perfect color for your vintage
Corvette.

Introduction to Corvette Colors (1968-1982)

The Chevrolet Corvette, an American icon, has seen a diverse array of colors throughout its
production years. From bold, attention-grabbing shades to subtle, classic tones, the color choices
reflect the trends and technological advancements of each era. Between 1968 and 1982, Corvette
colors evolved significantly, influenced by cultural shifts, manufacturing innovations, and customer
preferences.

Understanding the Color Palette (1968-1982)

During this period, Corvette color options ranged from standard factory hues to special-order colors.
The manufacturer introduced new shades annually, with some colors becoming iconic in Corvette
history. Additionally, factors like paint finish, rarity, and original authenticity play roles in a vehicle's
desirability and value.

1968-1972: The Classic and Bold Era

This period marked the transition from the late 1960s muscle car culture into the more refined and
performance-focused 1970s. The colors reflect this shift:

- Marina Blue: A vibrant blue that became a Corvette staple.
- LeMans Blue: A darker, more subdued blue with a metallic finish.
- Cortez Silver: A sleek silver hue that accentuates the car?s lines.
- Rally Red: Classic and eye-catching, symbolizing performance.
- Fathom Green: A rich, deep green for a more subdued look.
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- Bright Yellow: A standout color for those wanting high visibility.

Special Note: Some colors like Tuxedo Black and Rally Red were available throughout this period,
but their shade nuances changed slightly over the years.

1973-1982: The Era of Customization and Regulation

During the 1970s and early 1980s, emissions regulations and safety standards impacted vehicle
design and color choices. Metallic and bright colors remained popular, but some hues were phased
out or replaced.

- C3 Corvette Colors: The third-generation Corvette (1968-1982) introduced more refined
metallic finishes.

- Bright Blue: An evolution of earlier blue shades, offering a vibrant metallic look.
- Champagne Gold: A luxurious, subtle metallic hue.
- Medium Blue: A calmer tone, popular in the late 70s.
- Saddle Tan: Unique for its beige/tan tone, mainly for interior or convertible options.
- Black and White: Timeless classics that remained popular among collectors.

Special Colors and Limited Editions: Some models like the Corvette Indy Pace Car featured
exclusive colors such as Torch Red and Silver Silver.

Color Codes and Their Significance

Every Corvette color has a specific code, usually found on the trim tag or build sheet. Recognizing
these codes helps buyers verify authenticity and originality.

How to Identify Your Corvette?s Color Code

- Locate the trim tag, typically found on the driver's side door jamb or firewall.
- Find the paint code, often a three-character alphanumeric code.
- Consult official Chevrolet color charts or databases to match the code with its color name.

Note: Some colors had multiple shades over the years; verifying the code ensures accuracy.

Rare and Desirable Colors

While common colors like red, black, and white are widely available, certain colors are considered
rare and highly sought after by collectors:

Published by: www.bobbiklein.com Page 2 of 10



corvette obuyer s guide 1968 1982 color buyer s gu Academic PDF Vol. 2025, Issue 8

- Cortez Silver: Limited production makes this a collector?s favorite.
- Lemans Blue: Especially rare in the later years.
- Fathom Green: Less common and adds a unique vintage appeal.
- Special-Order Colors: Colors like Nassau Blue or Tuxedo Black with unique finishes.

Tip: Rarity can significantly influence the resale value and desirability of a vintage Corvette.

Choosing the Right Color for Your Corvette

Selecting the perfect color involves considering personal preferences, historical authenticity, and
resale value.

Factors to Consider

- Authenticity: If restoring a vintage Corvette, matching the original factory color is essential.
- Personal Taste: Choose a color that complements your style and the car?s personality.
- Resale Value: Classic colors like red, black, and silver tend to retain value better.
- Maintenance: Lighter colors may hide dirt and scratches better, while darker colors can show

imperfections more readily.

Custom Colors and Modifications

Some owners opt for custom paint jobs, which can increase the uniqueness but may affect
authenticity and resale potential.

Restoration Tips for Corvette Colors

When restoring a vintage Corvette, attention to detail in the paint job is crucial:

- Use original color codes and paint formulations where possible.
- Opt for high-quality, UV-resistant automotive paints to ensure longevity.
- Consider professional application for the best finish and adherence to original specifications.

Conclusion

The Corvette Obuyer s Guide 1968 1982 Color Buyer s Gu serves as an invaluable resource for
enthusiasts and collectors alike. Understanding the history, options, and significance of each color
helps make informed decisions when purchasing or restoring a vintage Corvette. Whether you prefer
the boldness of Rally Red or the sophistication of Cortez Silver, selecting the right color enhances
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your Corvette?s personality and value. Remember, the key to a successful purchase lies in knowing
your options, verifying authenticity, and aligning your choice with your personal style and collection
goals.

Happy Corvette hunting!
 
Corvette Obuyer?s Guide 1968-1982 Color Buyer?s Guide is an invaluable resource for both classic
Corvette enthusiasts and collectors seeking to understand the intricacies of color options and their
significance during this iconic era. Covering nearly fifteen years of Corvette production, from 1968
through 1982, this guide provides detailed insights into factory paint choices, their historical context,
and how they influence the vehicle's aesthetic and value. Whether you're restoring a vintage
Corvette, considering a purchase, or just passionate about Corvette history, this comprehensive
guide helps decode the color palette that defined a generation of American muscle cars.

Introduction to Corvette Color History (1968-1982)

The period from 1968 to 1982 marked a transformative era for Corvette design, performance, and
personalization. During these years, Chevrolet offered a variety of colors that reflected changing
tastes, technological advances, and regulatory influences. The guide emphasizes that
understanding the original factory colors is crucial not only for authenticity but also for assessing the
value of vintage Corvettes.

The era saw shifts from bold, vibrant hues characteristic of the late 1960s to more subdued tones in
the late 1970s and early 1980s, partly due to rising emissions standards and shifting consumer
preferences. This guide meticulously catalogs each year's available colors, providing a valuable
reference for buyers and restorers alike.

1968-1972 Corvette Colors

1968-1972 Overview

The late 1960s and early 1970s Corvettes are renowned for their aggressive styling and a vibrant
color palette. During these years, Chevrolet introduced some of the most iconic hues, many of which
are still highly sought after today. The guide highlights that these years saw the introduction of
special edition colors and optional finishes, making the color selection a key aspect of Corvette
customization.

Popular Colors and Their Significance

- 4201 Tuxedo Black: Classic and timeless, black remained a popular choice for its sleek
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appearance.
- 976 Arctic White: Bright white that accentuated the car's sculpted lines, often paired with

contrasting interior options.
- 974 LeMans Blue: A deep, vibrant blue that became a signature color for this era.
- 976 Limelight Green: Unique and eye-catching, this shade reflected the era?s fascination with

bold colors.
- 976 Riverside Gold: A metallic gold that added a touch of luxury and sophistication.
- 976 Hugger Orange: One of the most recognizable and desirable shades, embodying the

muscle car spirit.
- 976 Rally Red: Classic red, symbolizing performance and speed.

Special Edition & Rare Colors

- L88 Blue: Limited to high-performance models, this rare color is highly prized.
- Silver Pearl: An elegant metallic finish that was less common but highly valued.
- Cortez Silver: Featured on some collector editions, adding value and rarity.

Features and Considerations

- Many of these colors came with optional metallic or tri-coat finishes, increasing their visual
appeal.

- Certain colors, such as Hugger Orange and LeMans Blue, are harder to find in original
condition, making them more valuable for collectors.

- The choice of color could influence resale value, especially if it was a factory-rare hue.

Pros:

- Vibrant and iconic colors add to the car's personality.
- Many colors are still available through restoration shops, maintaining authenticity.

Cons:

- Bright colors like Hugger Orange may show scratches more easily.
- Rarity can lead to higher restoration costs if original paint is needed.

1973-1977 Corvette Colors
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Era Shift and Color Trends

The early to mid-1970s marked a shift toward more subdued and earth-tone colors, influenced by
changing consumer preferences and stricter emissions regulations. The guide notes that during
these years, the palette expanded with metallic finishes and more conservative hues, although
some bold colors persisted.

Color Options and Their Descriptions

- 1973 Daytona Yellow: Bright and lively, symbolizing the last of the high-performance era before
emissions restrictions.

- 1974 Sunfire Yellow: Slightly darker than Daytona, still maintaining a vibrant appearance.
- 1973-1977 Corvette Green: Including shades like Bright Green Metallic and Forest Green

Metallic, reflecting the era's love for nature-inspired hues.
- 1974-1977 Copper Penny Metallic: A warm metallic tone that added sophistication.
- 1975-1977 Black: Continually popular, especially with optional custom graphics.
- 1976-1977 Silver Beige Metallic: A muted, elegant color choice.

Notable Special Colors and Editions

- Cortez Silver: Maintained popularity, especially on Z28 and collector models.
- Bright Blue Metallic: Became more prominent in this period, especially on special editions.
- Special Editions: The 1978 Silver Anniversary Corvette featured unique color options like Silver

Pearl.

Features and Considerations

- Metallic and custom finishes became more common, allowing for a more personalized aesthetic.
- The shift to earth tones meant more subtle appearances, which could appeal to a different buyer

demographic.
- Some colors, such as Bright Green Metallic, are rare now and considered highly desirable.

Pros:

- Diverse palette offers options for personal expression.
- Metallic paints provide depth and durability.
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Cons:

- Some colors, especially metallics, can increase restoration costs.
- Earth tones may be less striking to some collectors but can appeal to vintage authenticity

purists.

1978-1982 Corvette Colors

Color Trends and Industry Influences

The late 1970s and early 1980s saw a continued move toward subdued, metallic, and pastel hues.
Regulatory pressures and technological advancements led to a narrower, more conservative color
palette. The guide emphasizes that during this period, the focus shifted from bold muscle car colors
to more refined and understated tones.

Available Colors and Their Features

- 1978-1982 Black: Remained the classic choice, especially for the sporty look.
- 1978-1982 Bright Red: Continued as a popular, vibrant option.
- 1978-1982 Grand Prix White: An elegant and clean look, often favored for restorations.
- 1978-1982 Silver Beige: A muted, sophisticated tone suitable for collectors seeking authenticity.
- 1980-1982 Medium Spiral Gray: A subtle metallic that added depth without being overpowering.
- 1982 Blue: A darker, more subdued blue that reflected the era's restrained aesthetic.

Special Colors & Limited Editions

- Collector Edition Colors: The 1982 Collector?s Edition featured exclusive hues like Black with
gold accents.

- Factory Applied Metallics: Metallic paints became more standardized, with less emphasis on
bold colors and more on durability and subtlety.

Features and Considerations

- The shift toward less vibrant colors was partly due to new environmental standards affecting
paint formulations.

- Restorers often seek original colors like Grand Prix White and Medium Spiral Gray for
authenticity.

Published by: www.bobbiklein.com Page 7 of 10



corvette obuyer s guide 1968 1982 color buyer s gu Academic PDF Vol. 2025, Issue 8

- The subdued palette appeals to those looking for a classic, understated appearance.

Pros:

- Classic and timeless appeal.
- Better suited for daily driving and shows where subtle elegance is appreciated.

Cons:

- Less eye-catching compared to earlier bold colors.
- Some metallic paints from this era can be more challenging to match or restore.

Color Selection Tips and Restoration Insights

Authenticity and Value

Choosing the correct factory color can significantly impact the value and authenticity of a Corvette,
especially for collector-grade restorations. The guide recommends verifying the vehicle?s trim tag
and VIN to confirm original paint codes before restoration or sale.

Color Rarity and Market Demand

- Rare colors like Hugger Orange and L88 Blue tend to fetch higher prices.
- Original factory finishes in excellent condition are highly desirable.
- Repainting in non-original colors can diminish collector value but may suit personal preferences.

Restoration Considerations

- Modern paints can often replicate original finishes with high accuracy.
- Metallic and tri-coat finishes require specialized skills and equipment.
- Matching original colors may sometimes involve sourcing original paint codes or using restored

paint chips.

Practical Advice for Buyers and Restorers

- Always verify the color code on the trim tag.
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- Consider the car's overall originality versus cosmetic appeal.
- Be aware that some colors are more susceptible to fading or show wear.

Conclusion

The Corvette Obuyer?s Guide 1968-1982 Color Buyer?s Guide offers an extensive overview of the
vibrant and diverse palette that defined nearly fifteen years of Corvette history. From the bold,
performance-oriented hues of the late 1960s to the more subdued, metallic tones of the early 1980s,
each color tells a story about the era?s design philosophy and cultural influences. Whether you are
restoring a classic Corvette, evaluating a potential purchase, or simply appreciate automotive
history, understanding the nuances of these colors enhances your appreciation and ability to make
informed decisions.

The guide underscores that color choice is more than aesthetics?it?s a reflection of personality, era,
and originality. Rarity, authenticity, and condition all
 

 QuestionAnswer What are the key color options available for the Corvette Obuyer from 1968 to
1982? Between 1968 and 1982, Corvette colors included classic shades like Riverside Red, LeMans
Blue, and Tuxedo Black, as well as unique options like Daytona Yellow, Targa Blue, and Silver Blue.
Color availability varied by model year and trim level, so it's important to check specific year codes
when considering a purchase. How does the color choice affect the value of a 1968-1982 Corvette
Obuyer? Original and rare colors tend to enhance a Corvette's value, especially if they match the
original factory paint. Popular colors like red or black are generally more desirable, but unique or
limited-edition hues can significantly increase collector interest and price. Are there any color
combinations that are particularly rare or sought after in this range? Yes, combinations like Silver
Blue with a black interior or special-order colors like Targa Blue are considered rare and highly
sought after among collectors, often commanding premium prices due to their rarity. What should
buyers consider when selecting a color for a vintage Corvette Obuyer? Buyers should consider
originality, rarity, personal preference, and how the color complements the car's condition. Original
factory colors are preferable for restoration and value, while unique colors may add a personal touch
but could affect resale. How can I verify if the color of a Corvette Obuyer from 1968-1982 is
authentic? Verification involves checking the vehicle's VIN and trim tags, which specify the original
paint code. Consulting original sales documentation or a professional appraiser can also help
confirm the authenticity of the color. Are there any color trends or popular choices among collectors
for 1968-1982 Corvette Obuyers? Classic colors like Riverside Red, Daytona Yellow, and LeMans
Blue are consistently popular among collectors. Black and white are also timeless choices that retain
high desirability, especially when paired with original or well-maintained paint. What impact does a
custom or non-original color have on a Corvette Obuyer's value? Custom or non-original colors can
decrease the vehicle's value for purists and collectors seeking originality. However, if the custom
paint is professionally done and enhances the car's appearance, it can still appeal to buyers looking
for a personalized or unique vehicle. Where can I find detailed information about the paint codes
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and color options for 1968-1982 Corvette Obuyers? Detailed information is available in factory
service manuals, original build sheets, and dedicated Corvette reference books. Online forums and
clubs also provide resources and databases that list paint codes and color options for these model
years. 
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