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Using VBA with Proficy iFix TMMI has become an increasingly popular approach for industrial
automation professionals seeking to enhance their system capabilities, automate repetitive tasks,
and improve data handling within their SCADA environments. Proficy iFix TMMI (Total
Manufacturing Management Interface) provides a robust platform for real-time data acquisition,
visualization, and control, but integrating it with VBA (Visual Basic for Applications) opens up a new
realm of customization and automation possibilities. This article explores the fundamentals of using
VBA with Proficy iFix TMMI, offering practical insights, best practices, and step-by-step approaches
to leverage this integration effectively.

Understanding the Basics of Proficy iFix TMMI and VBA

What is Proficy iFix TMMI?

Proficy iFix TMMI is a comprehensive SCADA (Supervisory Control and Data Acquisition) solution
designed by GE Digital that provides real-time data collection, visualization, and control for industrial
processes. It offers:

- Real-time monitoring of manufacturing data
- Alarm management and event logging
- Historical data storage and analysis
- Integration capabilities with other enterprise systems

TMMI acts as the bridge between plant-floor devices and higher-level enterprise applications,
enabling seamless data flow and operational decision-making.

What is VBA?

VBA (Visual Basic for Applications) is a programming language developed by Microsoft, primarily
used to automate tasks in Microsoft Office applications such as Excel, Word, and Access. Its
simplicity and versatility make it an ideal tool for creating custom scripts and macros to automate
data processing, reporting, and user interactions.

Why Integrate VBA with Proficy iFix TMMI?

Integrating VBA with iFix TMMI offers several advantages:
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- Automation of repetitive tasks: Automate data extraction, report generation, and system checks.
- Enhanced data analysis: Use Excel's powerful analytical tools to process real-time data from

iFix.
- Custom user interfaces: Create tailored dashboards or control panels within Excel or other

Office applications.
- Improved decision-making: Automate alerts and notifications based on specific conditions

detected in TMMI data.

This integration leverages VBA's simplicity and flexibility to extend iFix's core functionalities, creating
a more dynamic and responsive automation environment.

Setting Up the Environment for VBA and iFix TMMI Integration

Prerequisites

Before starting integration, ensure the following are in place:

- A working installation of Proficy iFix TMMI
- Microsoft Office suite (Excel, Word, Access) installed
- Basic understanding of VBA programming
- Administrative access to configure OPC tags or API interfaces

Configuring iFix TMMI for External Access

To enable VBA scripts to interact with iFix TMMI, you need to set up an appropriate communication
method:

- OPC Server Configuration: iFix supports OPC DA (Data Access) and OPC UA. Set up OPC
servers to expose necessary tags.

- API Access: Use iFix's built-in COM or REST APIs if available for more advanced integrations.
- Security Settings: Configure permissions and security policies to allow external applications to

access data.

Establishing Communication with VBA

Once the environment is configured, establish a connection within VBA:

- Use OLE/COM Automation to connect to OPC servers or iFix APIs
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- Reference the Microsoft Office Object Library in VBA projects
- Use CreateObject or New statements to instantiate OPC or API objects

Implementing VBA Scripts to Interact with iFix TMMI

Connecting VBA to OPC Servers

One common approach involves using OPC Automation:

```vba

Dim OPCServer As Object

Dim OPCGroup As Object

Dim OPCItem As Object

' Create OPC Server object

Set OPCServer = CreateObject("OPC.Server")

' Connect to the specific OPC Server

' Note: Actual connection method varies depending on the OPC server used

```

Alternatively, use third-party OPC libraries or SDKs for more robust integration.

Reading Data from iFix TMMI

To read real-time data:

```vba

Dim value As Variant

Dim quality As Integer

Dim timestamp As Date
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' Assume OPCItem is already configured

value = OPCItem.Read(1) ' 1 indicates synchronous read

quality = OPCItem.Quality

timestamp = OPCItem.Time

MsgBox "Current value: " & value & " at " & timestamp

```

Writing Data to iFix TMMI

Similarly, to write data:

```vba

Dim success As Boolean

success = OPCItem.Write(123) ' Example value

If success Then

MsgBox "Data written successfully."

Else

MsgBox "Failed to write data."

End If

```

Practical Use Cases for VBA and iFix TMMI Integration

Automated Reporting

Create Excel macros that periodically fetch data from iFix TMMI, process it, and generate reports.
For example:
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- Daily production summaries
- Equipment performance dashboards
- Quality metrics analysis

Alarm and Event Handling

Use VBA scripts to monitor alarm tags and trigger notifications or alerts when specific thresholds are
exceeded:

```vba

If value > threshold Then

Call SendAlert("Alarm: Critical condition detected.")

End If

```

Data Logging and Archiving

Automate data logging by extracting data at regular intervals and storing it in Excel sheets or
external databases for long-term analysis.

Custom User Interfaces

Design user-friendly dashboards within Excel that interact with iFix data, providing operators or
managers with real-time insights and controls.

Best Practices and Tips for Successful VBA and iFix TMMI Integration

- Security First: Always ensure proper permissions are configured to prevent unauthorized
access.

- Error Handling: Implement robust error handling in VBA scripts to manage connection issues
or data errors gracefully.

- Performance Optimization: Minimize the frequency of data polling to reduce system load.
- Documentation: Keep detailed documentation of your VBA scripts and configuration settings

for maintenance.
- Testing: Test scripts thoroughly in a development environment before deploying in production.
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Advanced Integration Techniques

Using iFix APIs with VBA

If iFix provides RESTful APIs or COM interfaces, you can extend VBA's capabilities by:

- Sending HTTP requests via VBA's `XMLHttpRequest` object
- Using COM objects for deeper integration
- Automating batch processes or complex workflows

Leveraging External Libraries

Consider integrating third-party VBA libraries or SDKs designed for OPC or iFix interaction to
simplify development and improve stability.

Conclusion

Using VBA with Proficy iFix TMMI unlocks significant potential for customizing, automating, and
enhancing industrial automation workflows. Whether you're aiming to streamline data collection,
generate automated reports, or develop custom dashboards, VBA offers a flexible and accessible
toolset. With careful setup, security considerations, and best practices, integrating VBA with iFix
TMMI can lead to improved operational efficiency, faster decision-making, and more responsive
control systems. As automation continues to evolve, mastering this integration will be a valuable skill
for engineers and developers working in industrial environments.

References and Resources

- GE Digital Proficy iFix Documentation
- OPC Foundation Standards
- Microsoft VBA Developer Resources
- Community forums and user groups for iFix and VBA automation
- Tutorials on OPC client development with VBA

By exploring these resources and applying the techniques outlined, you can harness the full power
of VBA and Proficy iFix TMMI to optimize your industrial processes effectively.
 
Using VBA with Proficy iFIX TMMI: A Comprehensive Guide for Automation Professionals

In the landscape of industrial automation, using VBA with Proficy iFIX TMMI (Thin Client
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Management Interface) offers a powerful avenue for extending the capabilities of your SCADA
systems. By leveraging Visual Basic for Applications (VBA), engineers and developers can
automate tasks, customize interfaces, and enhance data processing within iFIX TMMI, creating
more efficient and responsive control environments. This guide aims to walk you through the
essentials of integrating VBA with iFIX TMMI, providing practical insights and step-by-step
instructions for both beginners and experienced automation professionals.

Understanding the Foundations: What is Proficy iFIX TMMI and VBA?

What is Proficy iFIX TMMI?

Proficy iFIX TMMI is a lightweight, web-based interface that allows remote management and
monitoring of iFIX SCADA systems. It provides a means to access, control, and configure iFIX
applications via a browser, enabling flexible deployment across various devices and locations. TMMI
is designed for ease of use, offering users the ability to perform administrative tasks, view real-time
data, and execute scripts remotely.

What is VBA and How Does it Integrate with iFIX?

Visual Basic for Applications (VBA) is a macro programming language developed by Microsoft,
primarily used within Microsoft Office applications. However, VBA can also be embedded into other
software environments, including iFIX, to automate tasks and extend functionality. In iFIX, VBA
scripts are used to automate data handling, create custom interfaces, and implement complex logic
that might be cumbersome to perform manually.

Why Use VBA with Proficy iFIX TMMI?

Integrating VBA into iFIX TMMI offers several compelling benefits:

- Automation of Routine Tasks: Save time by scripting repetitive operations such as data logging,
report generation, or system checks.

- Enhanced User Interaction: Create custom dialogs or interfaces that improve user experience.
- Data Processing & Analytics: Perform complex calculations or data transformations on the fly.
- Remote Management: Use VBA scripts to remotely control or configure iFIX applications

through TMMI.
- Integration with Other Applications: Interface iFIX data with Excel, Access, or other Office tools

for advanced analysis or reporting.

Setting Up Your Environment for VBA Development in iFIX TMMI
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Before diving into scripting, ensure your environment is properly configured:

Prerequisites

- Proficy iFIX installed and configured with access rights.
- VBA support enabled in iFIX. Typically, this involves enabling scripting features and ensuring

references to necessary libraries.
- Development tools such as Microsoft Office (for VBA scripting) and a compatible IDE if needed.
- Knowledge of iFIX scripting objects and the iFIX SDK (Software Development Kit).

Configuring iFIX for VBA Scripting

- Access the Script Editor: Within iFIX, navigate to the scripting environment or use the iFIX
Application Manager.

- Enable VBA Support: Ensure that scripting options allow VBA scripts to run and are permitted
for remote execution.

- Set Security Settings: Adjust security settings to allow macros and scripts to execute, especially
when deploying scripts via TMMI.

- Create or Edit Scripts: Use the script editor to write or modify VBA scripts associated with iFIX
objects or events.

Developing Your First VBA Script for iFIX TMMI

Example Scenario: Reading a Tag Value and Displaying it in TMMI

Suppose you want to create a script that reads a specific tag's value and displays it to the user via a
message box.

Step 1: Access the Tag via VBA

```vba

Dim tagValue As Variant

tagValue = iFIX.GetTagValue("MyTagName") ' Replace with your tag name

MsgBox "Current Tag Value: " & tagValue

```
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Step 2: Attach the Script to a Button in TMMI

- Create a button widget in TMMI.
- Assign the VBA script to the button's click event.

Key Functions and Objects in iFIX VBA

- iFIX.GetTagValue(tagName): Reads the current value of a specified tag.
- iFIX.SetTagValue(tagName, value): Writes a value to a tag.
- iFIX.MessageBox(message): Displays messages to users.
- Events: Attach scripts to events like button clicks, tag changes, or scheduled triggers.

Advanced Usage: Automating Tasks and Data Management

Automating Data Logging

Create scripts to periodically capture data from tags and write to a database or CSV file.

```vba

Sub LogTagData()

Dim timestamp As String

Dim value As Variant

Dim filePath As String

timestamp = Now

value = iFIX.GetTagValue("ProcessVariable")

filePath = "C:\Logs\ProcessData.csv"

Dim fileNum As Integer

fileNum = FreeFile

Open filePath For Append As fileNum
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Print fileNum, timestamp & "," & value

Close fileNum

End Sub

```

Scheduling Scripts

- Use iFIX's scheduling capabilities or external Windows Task Scheduler to run your VBA scripts
at desired intervals.

- Alternatively, trigger scripts via TMMI interface events.

Error Handling and Robustness

- Incorporate error handling routines to manage unexpected issues.

```vba

On Error GoTo ErrorHandler

' Your code here

ExitSub:

Exit Sub

ErrorHandler:

MsgBox "Error: " & Err.Description

Resume ExitSub

```

Best Practices for Using VBA with iFIX TMMI

Security Considerations
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- Always restrict script permissions to prevent unauthorized access.
- Validate all data inputs and outputs.
- Use encryption or secure channels when deploying scripts remotely.

Performance Optimization

- Minimize the complexity of scripts running in real-time.
- Cache tag values when possible rather than querying repeatedly.
- Use event-driven scripts rather than polling where feasible.

Maintenance and Version Control

- Document your scripts thoroughly.
- Use version control systems for managing script updates.
- Regularly test scripts in a development environment before deployment.

Troubleshooting Common Issues

- Scripts not executing: Verify permissions, script attachment, and security settings.
- Tag access errors: Check the correct tag names, data types, and connectivity.
- Performance issues: Optimize scripts and reduce unnecessary calls.
- Remote access problems: Ensure network configurations and TMMI settings permit remote

scripting.

Conclusion: Unlocking the Power of VBA in Proficy iFIX TMMI

Using VBA with Proficy iFIX TMMI greatly enhances the flexibility and automation potential of your
industrial control systems. By carefully developing scripts that automate data collection, system
management, and user interactions, you can significantly improve operational efficiency and
responsiveness. As you become comfortable with the scripting environment and best practices,
you'll find that VBA becomes an invaluable tool for customizing your iFIX applications to meet
complex and evolving automation needs.

Remember to always prioritize security, maintain clear documentation, and test thoroughly to ensure
your automation solutions are robust and reliable. With these principles in mind, integrating VBA
with Proficy iFIX TMMI can transform your SCADA environment into a highly intelligent, automated
control platform.
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 QuestionAnswer What is the best way to automate tasks in Proficy iFIX using VBA? You can
automate tasks in Proficy iFIX using VBA by leveraging iFIX's COM interfaces and scripting
capabilities. Typically, you create VBA macros within applications like Excel or Access that connect
to iFIX's automation objects to read/write data, control screens, or trigger scripts. How do I connect
VBA to Proficy iFIX TMI (Trend and Monitoring Interface)? To connect VBA to iFIX TMI, you need to
reference the iFIX Automation Object Library in your VBA project, then instantiate and control the
TMI objects via COM. This allows VBA to access trend, alarm, and monitoring data
programmatically. Can VBA be used to retrieve real-time data from Proficy iFIX TMI? Yes, VBA can
retrieve real-time data from iFIX TMI by accessing the appropriate automation objects through COM
interfaces. You can subscribe to data updates and read current values to integrate with other
applications or dashboards. What are common challenges when using VBA with Proficy iFIX TMI?
Common challenges include ensuring proper COM references are set, handling data
synchronization issues, managing permissions, and dealing with version compatibility. Also,
debugging VBA scripts that interact with iFIX can be complex due to asynchronous data updates.
How do I trigger iFIX scripts or commands from VBA? You can trigger iFIX scripts or commands by
accessing the iFIX automation objects and invoking methods or functions exposed via COM. For
example, calling specific methods on iFIX's scripting interface allows you to start or stop processes
programmatically. Is it possible to write data to iFIX TMI using VBA? Yes, VBA can write data to iFIX
TMI by accessing the appropriate data points through automation objects and setting their values.
Proper permissions and correct object references are necessary to perform write operations. What
security considerations should I keep in mind when using VBA with iFIX? Ensure that VBA scripts
are secured to prevent unauthorized access, especially if they perform write operations or trigger
system commands. Also, verify that proper user permissions are enforced within iFIX and Windows
security settings. Are there any sample VBA scripts available for iFIX TMI integration? Yes, National
Instruments and GE Digital provide sample scripts and documentation demonstrating how to
interface VBA with iFIX TMI. These samples can be adapted to automate data collection,
monitoring, or control tasks. What are the best practices for debugging VBA scripts that interact with
iFIX TMI? Best practices include enabling detailed logging, using breakpoints and step-through
debugging within VBA, verifying COM object references, and testing scripts in a controlled
environment before deployment to prevent unintended system effects. Can VBA automation help in
integrating iFIX with other systems or databases? Absolutely. VBA can serve as a bridge, retrieving
data from iFIX TMI and pushing it into databases or other systems, enabling seamless integration
and data analysis across different platforms. 

 
Related keywords: VBA, Proficy iFix, TMMI, automation, scripting, industrial automation, OPC,
data logging, PLC integration, custom macros
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